Reception Curriculum Content

RE in the Early Years Foundation Stage: Programme of Study

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) describes the phase of a child's education from kirth to the end of the

Reception year at the age of 5. RE is statutory for all pupils registered on the school roll, including all in recepticn

claszes. The staiutory requiremnent for RE does not extend o nursery classes in maintained schools. RE may,
however, form a valuable part of the educational experience of children throughout the key stage. In the EYFS
curriculum, leaming does not fit inte boxes: play-based and child-centred approaches will encourage the leaming
to follow where the child’s interest and curiosity leads.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Key Stage 1

Mursery

Reception

ear 1 and upwards

RE iz non-statutory, but
teachers may choose o
incorporate RE material
into children’s aclivities.

RE is a compulsory part of the basic
curriculum for all Reception-age
pupilz and should be taught
according to this syllabus.

RE iz a compulzory part of the basic
curriculunn for all Key Stage 1 pupils
and should be taught according to
this syllabus.

ELGs outline what pupils should achieve by the end of the
Reception year. The Mational Curricuburm iz not taught.

Some seftings have children from both nursery and Recaption in
an EY'FS unit. Planning will need to take account of the needs and
expectations of both age groups.

The National Curriculum is tawght
alongside RE.

This syllabus seis cut experiences, opporiunities and appropriate topics for children in the Foundation Stage. The

suggestions made for EYFS RE are good leaming in themselves. These also connect to the EYFS seven areas of

learning.

Planned teaching experiences will support children’s leaming and development needs, as identified through

holistic assessment. Good Eary Years teaching stems from children’s own experiences. Many practiioners will find

ways to draw on the wealth of religious or spirtual experiences that some families may bring with them.

The EYFS statutory framework also outlines an expectation that practitioners reflect on the different ways im which

children leam and the charactenstics of effective leamning as they plan continuous provision.

=  Playing and exploring: children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go'.

= Active leaming: children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficuliies and enjoy achievements.

=  (Creating and thinking critically: children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas and
develop strategies for doing things.

What do children get out of RE in this age group?

RE sits very firmby within the areas of personal, social and emotional development and understanding the world.
Thia framewaork enables children to develop a positive sense of themsaelves and others, and to kzarn how to form
positive and respeciful relationships. They will do this through a balance of guided, planned teaching and pursuing
their own leaming within an enabling environment. They will begin to understand and value the differences of
individuals and groups within their own immediate community. Children will have the opporiunity to develop their
emerging moral and cultural awareness.
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RE in the reception class

Mon-statutory guidance for RE for all 4-5 year olds in the reception class

The approach outlined for nursery will alzo serve reception class teachers, especially in the earlier months of the
reception year. In addition to this, the following pages are suggestions of questions, outcomes and content that will
ensure good provision for RE in reception.

The questions, outcomes and content below are non-statutory but should be read by all schools and settings to
ensure that their provision is effective. For teaching to be high quality the questions, leaming outcomes and
content need o be taught together. It is not sufficient simply to use the questions suggested.

Religions and worldviews:

In the Reception class, children should encounter Christianity and other faiths as part of their growing sense of self,
their own community and their place within it.

Three units below focus on Chnstianity, and the others include opportunities to encounter Christians, Hindus, Jews
and Muslims, as well as non-religious responses and ways of living.

Six units are provided. Schools should teach at least four of these.

F1 Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?
F2 Why is Christimas special for Christians?

F3 Why is Easter special for Christians?

F4 Being special: where do we belong?

F5 Which places are special and why?

F& Which stories are special and why?

Staggered entry: Clearly, for most children, entry to school will be staggered. This means that there needs to be
flexibility about when units are taught; so, for example, a unit supports around six hours of RE and can be fitted in
to suit the needs of the children, rather than timetabled ngidly into each half term.

Mote: Unit F4 (Being special: where do we belong?) is suggested as a good introductory section to use in the first
term. For all schools, this is a fime of integrating the children into the new school ervironment. The themes of
myself, belonging and community are likely to be important elements of provision at this time, and practitioners
should take the opportunity to include RE where appropriate. Stories, songs, play and other aspects of integrated
provision all need a strong place in EYFS RE

Progression in knowledge: The value of checking pupils’ knowledge, and planning for increasing knowledge and
understanding, is built into every unit of the syllabus. Good teaching is not repetitive, but uses, reinforces and
expands the knowledge taught to increase understanding. Leamning processes such as reminding, recapping,
checking facts, identifying misunderstandings and inviting leamers to name what they know and what they need to
know are a part of all good RE teaching.
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RECEPTION AUTUMN 1

Unit F4: Being special: where do we belong? (A good first unit of RE to teach)
The principal aim of RE = to explore what people belisve and what difference this makes to how they ve, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, undersfandaing and skills
needed to handie questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

Suggested questions you
could explore

Impact: lsaming
outcomes: Plan
leaming experences
that enable children to-

Implementation. Suggested content Teachers can select content from this columin to help pupils achieve the
lEaming outcomes in column 2. Teachers can use different content as appropriate.

‘Making connechons’ is wowven throwgh thiz unif: a2 you explore the ideas and stones with children, talk abow! how they affect the
way peopie ive, making connections with the children’s own experences.

How dowe show respect
for one another?

Hrwe diowe shiow lovedhiow
do | kmow | am loved?
Who do you care about?
How do we show carefhow
do | know | am cared for?
How do you know what
people are fesling?

How do we show people
they are welcome?

What things canwe do
better together rather than
On our own'’?

¥YWhere do you belong?
How do you kmow you
belong?

What feels special about
being welcomed into a

group of people?

5 keywords to teach:
Baby-welooming, symbol,
celebration, religion,
COMIILINIGY.

=  me-tell religious
stories making
connecions with
personal
experences

= share and record
occasions when
things have
happened in their
lives that made
them feed special

= recall simphy what
happens at a
fraditicnal
Christian infant
baptism andfor
dedication

= recall simphy what
happenswhen a
baby = welcomed
into a religion
other than
Christianity

One way of infroducing this question is to ask a new mum o bring a baby inko the class and talk alxout how the baby was

welcomed into their family.

=  Talk about the idea that each person is unique and valuable. Talk about cccasions when things have happened in
their lives that made them feel special, from everyday evenis (a hug from Mum/Dad/carerfriend) and special evenis
{a birthday).

=  Talk with the children about “whio we are’ in terms of the: things we get from cur families. Boy or gir? First child or
later in the family? Talk about cur different skin colowrs, hair colours and eye colours, and our ethnicities. Talk about
the different religions children have heard of. Does anyone know who celebrate Diwali? Eid? Christrmas? Explain that
some people have a religious identity, but others are non-refigious. We can all share one school — and one workd!

= |ntroduce the idea that religions teach that each person is unique and valuable too, for exampls by considering
refigious beliefs about Ged loving each person. Explore the Jewish and Chiistian ideas that God loves people even
from befiore they are bom (Psalm 139), and theair names are written on the palm of God's hand (lsaiah 49:16). Children
could draw around their hands, write their names on the palm and decorate. Also reflect on Christian beliefs about
Jesus believing children to be very special. Tell the story of Jeaus wanfing to see the children even though the
disciples tried stopping them (Mark 10:13-16). Who do we know who makes children feel special?

= Explain how this belief that God loves children i shown in Chistianity through infant baptsm and dedication.
People from other communities have different ways of welcoming new babies. Refer as appropriate fo other religions
and worldviews and the varies ways of making a baby welcome.

=  Consider signs and symbols used in the welcoming of children into the faith community, e.g. water (pure and clean)
and a baptismal candle. Look at photos; handle artefacts (robes, cards, etc.); use role play with a persona doll.

= Talk albout how children are welcormed inbo another faith or belief community, e.g. the lslamic Agigah ceremony,
whispering of adhan and cuiting of hair, compare how non-religious families welcome new babies, e g. some atheists
{people who believe there is no God) might hold a Humanist naming ceremony.

= Consider ways of showing that people are special from other religions, e.g. siories about Hindus celebrating Raksha
Bandhan, which celebrates the spedial bond between brothers and sisters. A sister fies a band (or rakhi} of gold and
red threads around the right hand of her brother.

=  Celebrate the fact that we are all special. Mo fingemprints are the same, and neither are our identities, but we all share
one classroom — and one world.
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RECEPTION AUTUMN 2

Unit F2: Why 1= Chnstmas special for Chnstians?

The principal aim of RE i= to explore what people belisve and what difference thizs makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, undersfanding amd skils
needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflectimg on their own ideas and ways of lving.

Suggested questions you
could explore

Impact: leaming
outcomes:

Plan leaming
experiences that
enable children to ...

Implementation. Suggested content: Teachers can select content from this column to help pupils achiewve the
leaming outcomes in column 2. Teachers can use different content as appropriate.

‘Making connecfions’ iz wowven through thiz unit- 32 youw explore the ideaz and sfories with children, talk abouf how they affect the
way people e, making conneclions with the children’s own expenences.

Yhat special stories about
Jesus are in the Bible?

Wy do Christians perform
Mafivity plays at Chrisimas?

Wy do Christians
celebrate Jesus' birthday?

What special things do
Christians do at Chrisimas
to share God's lowe?

Yihat makes every single
persan unigue and
precious?

How does the Chinstmas
story tell Christians they
are precious to God?

5 key words to teach: God,
Christian, Bible, Christmas
festival

= talk about people
who are special to
them, including
their family and
friends

= recall simphy what
happens ata
traditional
Christian festival
{Chrisimas)

= begin to recogniss
the word
‘incamation’ as
de=zcribing the
belief that God
came to Earth as
Jesus

= re-tell religicus
stories, making
connections with
personal
expenences

A way into this section could be fo ask children to use special bits and pieces to make a lovely piciure for a special person,

to talk about the person they have created it for and why they are special and then take it and give itto that person. This

unit is about Chistanity, but all religions have some specdial annual festivals. Make appropriate connections.

=  Show baby pholos of known adults to the children. Can they maich the photo to the adult?

= Llse a story sack to infroduce a crib scene, beginning with the three figures — Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus —and
including shepherds, wise men, donkey, amgels, etec. Discuss the children's knowledge about the role of each key
figure: a5 it appears, as the cnib scene grows. Place the figures in a line of value, staring with the figurs that the:
children think is the most important to the least important. Read the story of Christmas from a children's Bible,
maichirg the figures as you read. Redo the value line, including what Christians might say — mosi would say Jesus is
the mcetimportant: that God came to Earth as Jesws (fhe tem for this is incamation). Actout the story. Setup a
Bethleham stable filled with costurmes andfor props for the children to re-enact the stony.

= A parce] amives in the dassroom. Discover the contents with the children: birthday party props such as cake, candles,
banners, etc. Talk about children’s own experiences of birthdays. Link to Jesus' birthday and Christmas celebrations
with the next suggestion ...

=  Bring out & Christmas box containing traditional Christmas artefacts, such as Mativity scene, cards decorations,
Father Chrisimas, spedal food, etc. Share some tradiional carcls with the children and discuss where and wity
Chrisfians sing carolzs. Do nofe with the children that many people enjoy Chistmas, but not all do 2o from a religious
point of view.

= Talk about Christmas gifts and what the children would like. Connect with the story of the wise men who gave gifis to
Jesus. Reinforce the most important gift o Christians would be Jesus. Mime passing a precious gift arcund a cncle;
dizscuss what children think it is. Link &0 how precious the Bible is to Chiistians. Christians believe God demonstraied
lovee for all people by sending Jesus to Earth — they say that shows how precious people are to God.

=  Provide follow-up activities to respond io the story as part of your continuous provision, e.g. playdough, MNativity
figures, Chiristmas cands and songs, efc.

These cutcomes and activities are abridged from Linderstanding Christianidy (Unit F2: Why do Christians perform nativity plays

at Christmas?), published by RE Today & 2018. Used by permission.
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RECEPTION SPRING 1

Unit F1- Why is the word ‘God’ special to Chnstians?

The principal aim of RE is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupiils can gain the knowledge, undersfanding and skills
needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

Suggested questions you
could explore

Impact leaming
outcomes: Plan lzaming
experiences that enable
childrento ..

Impl=mentation. Suggested content Teachers can select content from this column to help pupils achieve the leaming
outcomes in column 2. Teachers can use different content as appropriate. Making compectionz” iz woven throwgh this unif: a2

you explore the ideas and stones with children, ialk about how they affedt the way people ve, making connecfions with the
children’s own expenences.

in God? (Motice that
some people do not. )
Which pecple believe
God is the Creator of
everything?

What is amazing about
the world?

What do Christians say
about God as Creator?
What is the story that
Christians and Jews
use to think about the
Creator?

Whiat do Christians and
other people, including
for example Jewish
people, Muslims, non-
religicus people, think
about the workd and

how we should treat it?
S key words io teach: God,
creator, Christian, Bible,
redigion.

wonderiul and also
about their camn
expernences and
feelings about the
world, including
some things that
spoil the word and
some things that
care for the world

= re-iell stones, talking

about what they say
about the world,
od, human beings

* say how and when
Chrristians may like to

thank their Creator

= \What does the word = talk about things One way into this unit might be to spend some time in the outside play area in various westhers, to experience the
‘God mean? they find interesting, | world as a way into talking about it.
= \Which pecple believe puzzling or =  Mode that some units refer to particular refigions, but any unit can be taught in ways that recognise plurality.

Muslims, Jewish people and Sikhs all give special importance to the word “God'

De=play alarge picture of the globe and show some pictures of animals from around the worid {2.g. elephant,
camel, kangaroo, sheep, blue whale, una, pamot). Help children leam the names and talk about where they can be
found in the world. Talk about beautiful things in nature. Add the Sun and the Moon to the display. Pupils
drawpainticollage some pictures of their favourite creatures. Talk about things they find interesting, puzziing and
wonderul about the world.

Introduce the idea that many people around the world think thiat the whole world was created by God_ Poimt cut to
the children that some people do not believe in God. Read the creation siory from a children’s version of the Bibile.
et children to point cut which pants of the world were made on which day, in the story, induding animals and
hurrans. Give children a chance to put some of the display piciures in the order of the story as they talk. Talk about
the idea of a Creator. Talk about what is different about the creations they made (their painfings, efc.) and the idea
Christians, Jews and Muslims have about God as Creator. they beliewe God created iife. Talk about how special the
word ‘God’ is for Christians (and others) — because they believe he is the Creator.

Many Chrisfians like to praize the Creator: talk al»out wihy they might like to do this. See if children have any ideas
about what Chrisfians might say to God in their prayers— thanking God for the world and for life. Show some dips
of Christians singing praising songs (e.9. www.bbec.co ukiprogrammes/p044hfSo) in church and outside. Talk about
wiy they doit, and whiat they are saying.

Connect with idea of harvest celebrations as a way Christians thank their Creator. Find ouwt what happens at a
hareest service or take part in one, if the timing of this umit is right. Sing some harsest songs (e.g. Ouwt of the Ark
music's ‘Combined Harvest' songs; Fischy Music; iSingPOP). Talk abowt how Christians like to bring food to the
senvice, and then to share itwith people who need it.

Make links between how Christians think God i= amaring, and so are careful with how they use God's name; and
how they think the world iz amazing, so try to treat it well, and all creatures too. Decide as a dass if children also
think the world is amazing. Nolice that some people believe in God, oifhers donol. Decide some things that
children could do to treat the world and other people well. To show thankfulness. Try to do those things!

These outcomes and activities are abridged from Understanding Chvistianify, published by RE Today © 2018, Usad by permission.
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RECEPTION SPRING 2

Unit F3: Why is Easter special for Christians?
The principal aim of RE i= to explore what people believe and what difference thizs makes to how they fve, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, undersfanding and skills
nesded fo handle guestions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

trees come alive
again?

What do Christians
believe happened o
Jesus? Why do
Chrisfians think this
i= such an important
story?

YWhat do Chrstians
do at Easter?

Why do we have:
Eastereggs?

5 key words o
teach: God,
Christian, Jesus,
Easter, Festival.

new life in nature

* recognise some
symbols Christians
use durning Holby
Week, e.g. palm
leaves, cross, £00s,
etc, and make
connections with
signs of new lifein
nature

* falk aboutsome
ways Christians
remember these
stories at Easter

Sy Impact: learning Implemeniation. Suggested content: Teachers can select confent from this column to help pupils achieve the leaming

Suggested . .

questions you outcomes: Plan mtcs:rmea ir ﬁ.:nlum_n 2. Teachers n:.an use different I:mfrfmt.as appmpnqt&. .

could explore learning experiences that | Making comnectionz’iz woven through thiz uni: az you explore the idess and sfories with chiidren, failk abowt how they affect the way
enable chikdren to ... people lve, making connections with the chiidren’s own expenences.

What happens atthe | = recognize and re-tell | A way inbo this unit could be to bring some crocus or daffiodil bulks and tree buds info the dlassmoom earty in the term, and to

end of winter and stories connected | obsenve how they grow over the weekis. This unit is about Chstianity, but all refigions have some spedal annual festivals. Make

the beginning of with celebration of | appropriate connections.

spring? How do Easter *  Recall any stores children have heard about Jesus in collective worshipfazsembly or in RE lessons.

‘dead’ plants and | = talk aboutidessof | *  Unpack a k=g containing items retated to Palm Sunday (e.g. Bille or storybook of Palm Sunday, donkey mask, white cioth

or robe, cut-out palm leaves, flags, ibbons, percussion, the word "Hosanna'). Ask children what they think they are for,

= Tell the story of Palm Sunday. You could act it out, laying palm leaf cut-outs on the floor, efc., helping children to rememier
the story. Pointout that people thougiht Jesus was going to come as a king and rescue them from the Romans — they
wanted to be saved. Show some pictures of Palm Sunday celebrations (search ‘Palm Sunday chiurch’) and find out about
how Christians celebrate it today.

*  Look at a palm cross — comipare with the palm leaves from Palm Sunday. Compare it with the cross on hot cross buns. Talk
about how the cross reminds Chiristians that the Bible says Jesus died on a cress, and then was buried in a cave fomb. Use a
story Bible or video dip (e.g. Channel 4'= animated Bible stories) to tell the story. Use images and story cubes to get children
to remember what happens in the story. (Mote that with young children it is better not to focus too much on the death of
Jesus, but to move on to Christian belief in resumection. )

* Create an Easier garden in the classroom (there are plenty of examples onling) asking children what needs to be included —
dom't forget the cross. Help children to leam that moest Chistians believe Jesus did not stay dead, but came tolife again.
That's why Easter iz a happy festival for Christians. It is also why eggs are linked to Easter — they are symiols of new life.
Connect with the idea of new e by looking at the buds and bulbs growing in your dassroom and outside. Why not do an
Easter egy hunt and get children to tell each otherwhy eggs are part of Easter celebralions?

* Take photos of children's faces showing how Jesus' followers might feel at different stages of the story, and get them to put
the faces alongside a timeline of photos from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. Watch the CBeebies ‘Let's Celebrate Easter
clips and make a collage cross.

*  Talk to somecne who celebrates Easter: find out what parts of the celebration are most special to them.

These putcomes and activities are abridged fom Understanding Ghrizfianify (Unit F3: Why do Chiistians put a cross in an Easter garden?), publishad
by RE Today ©2018. Uised by permission.
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RECEPTION SUMMER 1

Unit F5. Which places are specially valued and why?

The principal aim of RE is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, undersfanding and skills
needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

know alkout both
religious and non-
religious 'special
places'?

5 key words to
teach: Holy buildimg,
Zod, religion beliefs.

hoby building

=  express apersonal
response o the natura
world

Suggested Impact- leaming outcomes: | Implemeniation. Suggested content Teachers can select content from this column to help pupils achieve the
questions you Plan learning experiences | keaming outcomes in column 2. Teachers can use different content as appropriate.
could explore that enable childrento ... | Making connechions’ is wowen throwgh thiz unit: 32 you explore the ideas and stones with children, fallk abowt how they affect the
way peopie [ive, making connections with the children’s own expenences.
Where do you feel = falk about somewhere One way of infroducing this question is to discuss places that are impaortant to children, for example: places io be happy, to
safe? Why? that iz special fo hawe fun, to be quist or to feel safe. When do they go to these places and what is it ike being there? Use models to help
themseslees, saying wiy children engage in small-world play, to talk about what happens in a library, hospital, football ground, ete., and wiy.
Where do you feel = talk about the things that | =  Invite visitors to talk about’show pictures of places that are spintually significant to them and to say why they are
happy? Why? are spedal and valued in special (2. spedial holiday destinafions, or a childhood home, or a place where something memorable happened such
a place of worship as a concert, or the local park whers they take children to mest together and play. This should build keaming owards
Where iz special to = begin to recognise that understanding special places for religious people). Children share and record their own special places in a vanety of
me? Whersiza for Chiristians, Muslims or ways, drawing on all their s2nses ina way that iz meaningful to them.
special place for Jews, some special = Use some pictures (e.g. a beach, a trampoline, a bedroom) to help children talk about why some places are special,
believers to go? places and things link to what makes them significant and to whom. Talk about when people like o go there and what they like to do there.
belisfz about God = Consider a church building a2 a special place for Christians and/or a mosque a3 a special place for Muslims, where they
What makes this = getto know and use worship God. Look at some pictures of the features (e.g. church: font, cross, candle, Bible; mosque: washing area, prayer
place spedal? appropriate words o talk hall, prayer mats, minaret). Talk about what makes this a place of worship. Imagine what it would be like to be there.
about their thowgihts and Find cutwhat people do there. Ask children to choose the most interesting pictured{s) and collect children's questions
What do we want to feelings when visiting a about the image(s). You might get them to create a small-aord model of something they find in a place of worship,

such a2 a cross or a pulpit, a minaret or a building with a dome (not essential but common features of mosques).

=  Consider a place of worship for members of another faith, £.g. a synagogue or iemple. Find out wihat happens there.
Show some pictures of all these different special places and help children to sort them into the right faiths/belisfs: a
simiple matching exercise using symbols of each faith, and putting some photos under each.

= V\isit a local church or other place of worship. Prepare lots of guestions to ask; think about which parts of the building
make them feed safe, happy, sad and spedial. Find cutwhich paris are important for Christansbelievers and wiy.

* Create a spedal place in the insidefoutside area or wider school grounds: a space for quiet reflection. Talk about how to
use this well =0 that everyone can enjoy it.

= (5o for a naiure walk, handle and explore natural objects that inspire awe and wonder; talk about how special ourworld
is, and about locking after it. Put some of their ideas info practice, e_g. planting flowers, recycling, efc. Talk with children
about =pecial places: some may be religious places, but others are natural, or remind us of some important idea or
expenence.




Reception Curriculum Content

RECEPTION SUMMER 2

Unit F6: Which stonies are specially valued and why?
The principal aim of RE is to explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how they live, sa that pupils can gain the knowledge, undersfanding and skills
needed to hanale questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own idess and ways of living.

Suggested quesiions you
could explore

Impact: leaming
outcomes:

Flan leamimg experiences
that enable pupils to ...

Implementation. Suggested content Teachers can select content from this columin to help pupils achieve the
Impact: leaming outcomes in column 2. Teachers can use different content as appropriate.

Making sense’ and Undersianding the impact’ are woven through thiz uni: a2 pou explore the stores with children, talk abouf
wihat they feach people about how fo lve:

Whiatis your favourite
story? Whiat do you like
about it, and why?

What stories do you know
about Jesws? What do you
think Jesus was (or is) like?

Do wou know any Bible
siories? What stories do
youl know that are special
to Christians (or other
faiths)? Who are the stories
about? What happens in
the story? Does the story
tell you about God? What
do you leam?

What stories do yvou know
that tell you how you
should behave towards
other people?

What are the similartes
and differemces between

different people’s special
sfories?

5 key words o teach: Gaod,
Holy Books, religion, prayer

* recognise some religious
words, e.g. about God

* identify some of their
own feelings in the
stories they hear

= jdentifya sacred text e.g.
the Bible or the Torah

= talk about some of the
things these stories
teach believers (for
example, what Jesus
teaches about being
friends with the
friendless in the story of
Zacchaeus, what Jesus’
story about the Ten
Lepers teaches about
saying ‘thank you® and
why it is good to thank
and be thanked; what
the Hanukkah story
teaches Jews about
standing up forwhat is
right, etc.)

Oine way of introducing this question is to ask children to bring favourite books and stores from home, to choose a
fawounte siory in the class, or for the teacher could share their favourite childhood story and explain why they liked it
s0 much.

=  Explore stores pupils like, retelling stones to others and sharing features of the story they like. Explore stories
suggested below through play, role play, freeze-framing, model-making, puppets and shadow puppets, art, dance,
miusic, etc.

= Talk about the Bible baing the holy book for Chiristians that helps them to understand more about God and
people. Look at a range of children’s Bibles to 22e how they are similanidifferent. Share a Bible story from a
suitable children's Bible, e.g. the Butterworih and Inkpen series or Scripture Union's The Big Bible Storybook.
Hear and explore 2ome stories from major faith traditions and examples of non-refigicus moral stones. Choose from
the following:
= Jews and Christians share these stones (the Jewish scriplures are induded in what Christians call the "Oid
Testament’), e.g. David the Shepherd Boy (1 Samuel 17) or the story of Ruth (the Book of Ruth in the Bible].
Muslims share Qur'anic versions of Prophets” stories about, for example, Ibrahim, Moses / Musa and Jesus ! Isa.
= Jews read the story of Hanukkah (found in the Books of Maccabees, not included in the Chiristian Old Testament).
= Christians use siores Jesus told and stories from the life of Jesus, e g. Jesus as friend to the friendless (Zacchaeus,
Luke 197, saying ‘thank you' (Ten Lepers, Luke 17:11-19); efc.
= Muslims use stories about the Prophet Muhammad, e.g. Muhamnmad and the night of power, Muhanimad and the
cats, Muhammad and the boy whio threw stones at trees, Bilal the first muezzin.
*=  Three Abrahamic faiths, Jewish, Muslim and Christian, share many stories of prophets [ patriarchs or key leaders
including Moah, Abraham, Moses, David and Jesus (Muslims sometimes use diferent spellingz).
= Hindus emjoy the story of Rana and Sita, the story of Ganesha and stones about Krishna.
= You might also use non-religious stories that provoke thought and depth alomgside those that go with religions.
There are hundrads to choose from. Ask: what are the hidden messages in these stories?

Reinforce this leaming through follow-up actviies: Pupils could read and share the books in their own tine, on their
own or with friends. They could role-play some of the siores wsing costumes and props. You could use the BBC Teach
sefies Feligions of the World" which tells ten muli-faith stories in simple animations.

hittps: it bbe.coukifteachidass-cipa-videoreligions-of-the-word/ziowpghd




